1. S.O.A.P read.apply.repeat	2. Is the Bible Trustworthy?	John 14:23-24
2. At Lake Forest Church one of our core values is to “grow in our love for scripture by studying it alone and with others.”
3. Part I of today’s sermon: Is the Bible reliable?
4. The Christian faith requires belief in the Bible.
5. Why can we trust that the Bible is historically accurate?
6. What does the bible say about its own accuracy?   
“Every word of God is flawless;
    he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
Do not add to his words,
    or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”  Proverbs 30:5,6
7. Luke 4:14-20	shows that Jesus treated a later translation of earlier manuscripts of His Bible as trustworthy Scripture, we should do the same:
“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”	
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8. Homer		643 copies			Unknown date earliest manuscript
9. Plato		7 early copies			earliest copy is 1,300 years after Plato
10. Aristotle		5 early copies			earliest copy is 1,400 years from original
11. Caesar		10 early copies		earliest copy is 950 years from original. 
12. Tacitus		20 early copies		earliest copy is 1,000 years after original
13. New Testament	14,000 copies			earliest copy is 60-100 years after original 
14. Less than one percent of any of the debated material that is in the New Testament has anything to do with any major doctrine.   (the material about #’s of manuscripts came from a document by the Docent research group)
15. So we can trust the history of the Bible’s transmission, but why can we trust the history IN the Bible?
16. The timing is far too early for the gospels to be legends:  		The four canonical gospels were written at most 40 to sixty years after Jesus’ death.  Paul’s letters, written just 15-25 years after the death of Jesus, provide an outline of all the events of Jesus’ life found in the Gospels.
17. Luke 1:1-4 “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled[a] among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”
18. “At the time the gospels were written there were still numerous well-known living eyewitnesses to Jesus’ teaching and life events.”  -Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses
19. Mark 15:21 “A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.”
20. I Corinthians 15:1-6 “Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”
21.  “These things were not done in a corner,” Paul said to King Agrippa in Acts 26:26
22, The four canonical gospels were written far earlier (70-90AD) than the so-called Gnostic gospels (175 AD at earliest).  		The Gnostic gospels “…no more challenge the basis of the Church’s faith than the discovery of a document from the 1800’s written in Ohio and defending King George would be a challenge to American democracy.”  - Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker
23. In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, which all historians date at no more than 20 years after the death of Jesus, we see that Christians were worshipping Jesus as God (Philippians 2).
“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage…”  Philippians 2:5, 6
24. The content is far too counterproductive for the gospels to be legends.
25. Ex. The issue of circumcision in the early church:   The early church did NOT feel free to fabricate things and put words in Jesus’ mouth that he didn’t utter.
26. Why invent women as the first witnesses of the resurrection in a society where women were assigned such low status that their testimony was not admissible evidence in court?
27. Why constantly depict the apostles as petty and jealous and cowards?  			Mark 14:71 “Peter began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.”
28. The literary form of the gospels is too detailed to be legend.
“I have been reading poems, romances, vision literature, legends, and myths all my life. I know what they are like. I know none of them are like this.  Of this [gospel] text there are only two possible views.  Either this is reportage…or else, some unknown [ancient] writer…without known predecessors or successors, suddenly anticipated the whole technique of modern novelistic, realistic narrative…”  -C. S. Lewis
29. If you read Beowulf or The Iliad you don’t see characters noticing the rain or falling asleep with a sigh. –Tim Keller
30. “As British scholar Vincent Taylor famously remarked, if the skeptics about the Bible are right, ‘the disciples must have been translated into heaven immediately after the resurrection.’ That is the only way that legendary elements could have come into the story of Jesus by the time the gospels were written, but that did not happen.”  -Tim Keller
31. Part II of Today’s sermon:  Reading the Bible regularly to build up your ‘faith account’
32. Let’s S.O.A.P. on John 14:23-24
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.”
33. In order to live more like Jesus I will S.O.A.P. daily for the next 21 days, along with the LFC tribe.

Primary Source:  Tim Keller, The Reason for God (several chapters address the trustworthiness of the Bible)
Other books on the subject:
Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony
N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God (a very long exegetical and historical treatment of Jesus in the gospels, foremost authoritative treatment today among orthodox Christian scholars, deals throughout with skeptical points of view, giving repeated answers using the best scholarship that demonstrates the historicity and trustworthiness of the Gospels transmission and trustworthiness as accurate to what the first Christians believed about Jesus)

